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Delivering a difference to parts of Knox, Antelope, Pierce, and Holt Counties Since 1945

   In managing this district, the team at North Central Public Power District 
(NCPPD) prioritizes customer service. All our decisions are related to this.  
   The ongoing concern is to meet the customer's expectations. The percep-
tion at NCPPD is that reliability is of the utmost importance followed by stable 
rates. As touched on in the last issue, operating this district requires giving the 
customer the best value for the money by working with what we have and 
working to be the most efficient. Although the distribution system is in excel-
lent condition (approximately thirty-eight percent depreciated), if power can-
not be received from the power supplier, all is for nothing.  
   The management of electrical power outside of the district falls on Nebraska 
Public Power District (NPPD), NCPPD's power supplier, and the Southwest Pow-
er Pool (SPP). SPP is a Regional Transmission Organization (RTO) that regulates 
the power supply and manages transmission within its region. SPP covers parts 
of Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Texas.  Because NCPPD’s power supply is managed 
from a macro view of all SPP, adequate supply must be viewed in the context of 
the SPP region.
   Currently, there are sufficient resources to keep the lights on, but the surplus 
operating supply margins enjoyed in the past are getting thinner and thinner. 
NPPD and others in the SPP are scrambling to get sufficient generation and 
transmission online. The new government administration has promised bet-
ter coordination of regulatory agencies to promote the needed expansion of 
capacity in the United States. We hope for the best.
   In conjunction with Nebraska Generation &Transmission, NCPPD is in negotia-
tions with NPPD to either extend the current power contract or derive a new 
contract to extend past new NPPD obligations. NPPD must continue to expand 
its generation and its ability to serve its customers. This expansion will require 
new long-term debt and the funds to serve that debt. Many issues are being 
discussed to get a contract that everyone can agree upon.  Maybe I oversim-
plify, but I see only two things that need to be met in this contract: 1.  Reliabil-
ity and  2.  Stable and competitive rates. All the details that are discussed are 
important, however, they must feed these two requirements.
   It will be important for NCPPD and its customers to be aware of the difficul-
ties of securing a reliable power supply. Awareness and support of infrastruc-
ture needs to be promoted. Because you have public power, you always have a 
voice. Dispatchable generation and the transmission to deliver it is very impor-
tant. NCPPD continues to work to support these necessities.  
   Hoping you had a great Christmas and on your way to a wonderful New Year.
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HELPFUL 
      TIPS

GOES OUT...GOES OUT...

6

     Avoid carbon monoxide 
poisoning. Generators, camp 
stoves, or charcoal grills should 
be used outside and at least 20 
feet away from windows.

     Plan ahead before an outage 
occurs: Have alternate plans for 
refrigerating medicines, using 
power-dependent medical de-
vices and charging cell phones.

      Check on your neighbors if 
you can. Older adults and young 
children are especially vulner-
able to extreme temperatures.

      Go to another location 
with power if heat or cold is 
extreme and if conditions are 
safe to do so.

       Keep refrigerators and 
freezers closed to maintain 
temperatures in the appliances 
for as long as possible. Once 
the power is back on, when in 
doubt, throw food out.

      Turn off or disconnect appli-
ances, electronics or other elec-
trical equipment. Power may 
return with momentary surges 
or spikes that can cause damage.
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WHEN
THE
POWER

Customers with irrigation accounts 
are reminded that the 2025 annual 
facility charge will be billed in 
February. If you are considering 
changing your load control schedule 
(i.e. from 3 Day Control to 2 Day 
Control) or if an account needs to 
be transferred  into someone else’s 
name, please notify our office as new 
irrigation contracts will need to be 
completed. Changes in load control 

Notification Needed of Irrigation Changes

Irrigation Facility Charge to be billed in February

   Irrigation customers are reminded if any changes have been made on your 
irrigation services (replacing on old irrigation system with a new system or 
replacing an old pump panel with a new one), you need to notify the North 
Central Public Power District (NCPPD) office. The customer is responsible for 
making arrangements to have the NCPPD load control equipment removed and 
returned to the office. If the equipment is missing when the annual irrigation 
inspection is done in the spring, the customer will be notified and will be 
responsible for locating the equipment and returning it to NCPPD or will be billed 
for the cost of the missing equipment.

Irrigation Load Control Schedules:

Control Schedule	 Facility Charge
No Control		  $60.00 x HP
*2 Day Control	 $37.75 x HP
*3 Day Control	 $24.10 x HP
*6 Day Control	 $21.00 x HP

*Subject to Sunday Control

schedules can be made until the 
close of business March 31, 2025.

When it comes to severe weather...
hope for the best, but prepare for the worst.

Severe weather can cause power outages.
Stay safe until we can restore power to you.

When it comes to severe weather...
hope for the best, but prepare for the worst.

Severe weather can
cause power outages.
Stay safe until we can
restore power to you.



From our homes to yours . . . 

Ingredients

Slow Cooker Bacon 
Cheeseburger Dip

8 slices bacon
½ lb lean ground beef
1 pkg cream cheese, cubed
1 pkg shredded American-Ched-

dar cheese blend (2 cups)
1 can (10 oz) diced tomatoes 

with green chiles, undrained
2 Tbsp chopped fresh parsley
2 medium red bell peppers, cut 

into bite-size strips
1 pkg mini bagel chips

In 12-inch skillet, cook bacon 
over medium-high heat, turning 
occasionally, until crisp; drain on 
paper towels. Crumble bacon; 
reserve 2 tablespoons bacon 
for garnish. In same skillet, cook 
beef over medium-high heat 5 to 
7 minutes, stirring occasionally, 
until thoroughly cooked; drain. 
Reduce heat to low. Stir in cream 
cheese, shredded cheese, toma-
toes and crumbled bacon until 
well mixed and cheese starts to 
melt. Pour mixture into 1- to 1 
1/2-quart slow cooker. Cover; 
cook on Low heat setting 2 to 3 
hours or until hot and bubbly. 
Stir parsley into dip. Sprinkle 
with reserved bacon for garnish. 
Keep on Low heat setting to 
serve. Serve with bell pepper 
strips and bagel chips.

Directions

Linda Sokol,
Energy Advisor
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2025 Energy Efficiency Programs offered to City of 
Plainview customers are as follows: 

2025 Energy Efficiency Programs 
for City of Plainview Residents

If you need an application or have a question on these programs, please call 
North Central Public Power District at 402-358-5112.

Smart Thermostat Program
Commercial LED Lighting Program 
Cooling System Tune-up Program
High Efficiency Heat Pump Program
Attic Insulation Program

Here are some space heater safety tips:
•   Only use them as the manufacturer recommends

•   Do not leave them unattended

•   Give them space: remove any flammable items within 3 feet

•   Plug them directly into outlets; don’t use an extension cord

•   Consider using a dedicated circuit to avoid overload

•   Keep children and pets away from space heaters at all times

•   Turn them off before you leave the room or go to sleep

Feeling chilled?
HEAT your SPACE safely

   Before you dust off your space heater and plug it in, con-
sider that most home heating fire deaths (86%) involve space 
heaters, according to the National Fire Protection Associa-
tion (NFPA). In fact, heating equipment is the second-leading 
cause of U.S. home fires (cooking is the leading cause). 
   More than half of the heating-related home fires start when 
flammable items are too close to the heat source, according 
to the NFPA. Those items include upholstered furniture, cloth-
ing, a mattress or bedding.



TheThe
BargainBargain

BarnBarn
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PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT

Powered by Integrity

1409 Main St, PO Box 90
Creighton, NE 68729-0090
www.ncppd.com
E-Mail: ncentral@ncppd.net
Customer Service:
402-358-5112 or 800-578-1060
Reporting Power Outage: 888-358-5112

Board of Directors

President / Subdivision 1 
Mary Ketelsen

 Vice President / Subdivision 3
Linda Jedlicka

Secretary / Subdivision 5
Gregory W. Walmer

Treasurer / Subdivision 7
James J. Kounovsky

Subdivision 2
Gordon W. Fulton 

Subdivision 4 
Terry Strope

Subdivision 6
Brent M. Stagemeyer

FOR SALE: 94 to 01 Dodge Kit for 4x4 
change over to manual shift, fits1/2-
3/4-1 ton with instructions. NEW. 
Make Offer. Also, several heads for 
88-95 350-305 GM, 307 motor can be 
Bored to make 327 with New Pistons. 
Make Offer. Pair of vortex 350 
heads. Some Crank Shafts 305-350 
One piece rear main seal, Turbo 400 
Chevy Bolt pattern Core, 2 Iron Eagle 
heads for 5.7 Vortex 350. NEW. Lower 
unit tilt & trim for Johnson Evinrude 3 
Cycle Boat Motor. Call 402-857- 3675 
or 402 -841-2984.
  Do you have something to sell or are you 
looking for something in particular? You 
may call, send or email (bargain.barn@
ncppd.net) your description of what’s 
for sale or what you are looking for to 
our office. The ad will run in the Bargain 
Barn section free for one month. Please 
include name and telephone number. No 
commercial ads will be accepted, personal 
items only. 

Verdigre Home Show
Saturday, 

Jan. 18, 2025
11 am - 7 pm

Creighton FCCLA 
Home Show
Saturday, 

March 1, 2025
9 am - 2 pm

North Central PPD office employees gave the gift of joy this Christmas by pro-
viding gifts for the Christmas Gifts of Joy program in Verdigre, Plainview, and 
Creighton. Employees make a monetary contribution to wear jeans on Fridays 
with the funds being used to give the gift of happiness.


