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Delivering a difference to parts of Knox, Antelope, Pierce, and Holt Counties Since 1945

Public Power in Nebraska
   Many have heard the story of 
how electricity was brought to rural 
homes and businesses back in the 
1930s and 1940s. North Central 
Public Power District (NCPPD) was 
first established in May 1945, provid-
ing better living conditions for the 
early members of this district. Now, 
access to electricity has become the 
expectation. Electricity in Nebraska is 
a staple. It is a necessity, not a luxury. 
Electricity provides everyone with a 
certain level of lifestyle that so many 
areas in the world have yet to enjoy.  
   As with many things in our lives, 
public power in Nebraska is a re-
source that may be taken for granted.  
The reasonable and stable rates 
provided by public power systems 
throughout the state are the eco-
nomic catalyst that drives almost 
every industry and household. Public 
power provides the foundation for 
economic development, freeing up 
personal budgets for discretionary or 
living expenses and creating jobs by 
supplying energy inputs that make 
financially viable businesses.   
   The growth of public power offers 
small and large businesses great 
value that is recognized nationally.  In 
recent years, energy-intensive indus-
tries such as cryptocurrency mining, 
data centers, and those established 
for artificial intelligence have relo-
cated to Nebraska due to the state's 
highly competitive electricity prices. 

Historically, Nebraska has had excess 
generation capacity. However, with 
the recent growth in the demand for 
electricity, that excess is being quickly 
utilized.
   Industry leaders, such as Nebraska 
Public Power District, NCPPD’s power 
supplier, recognize the need for more 
base load, dispatchable generation to 
keep up with the growth in demand. 
Non-dispatchable generation contin-
ues to be added, such as wind and 
solar. However, support for dispatch-
able generation is needed to ensure 
continued growth and to sustain reli-
ability that has become expected.  
   Given the significant value of public 
power in Nebraska, everyone must 
remain vigilant in promoting and 
sustaining public power. The people 
served by public power are empow-
ered through local control, as they 
elect the members of the board. You 
or your neighbors can serve on these 
boards. Additionally, any electric 
utility legislation must serve the best 
interests of electric customers in 
Nebraska.
   Public power should be at the top 
of your priority list for sustaining your 
standard of living and providing for 
sustained economic prosperity. Rec-
ognizing the value and importance of 
public power will enable you to make 
informed decisions that benefit you 
and everyone in Nebraska.  
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North Central Public Power District 
(NCPPD) has announced May 1, 
2025, as the beginning of Phase 3 of 
the City of Plainview electrical system 
rebuild. Phase 3, as shown by the 
map to the right, indicates in yellow 
the locations where the rebuild will 
occur. NCPPD has hired Great Plains 
Power LLC, an electrical contracting 
company from Grand Island, NE, to 
do the project. Great Plains Power 
LLC will be replacing poles and wires. 
Some outages could be planned for 
specific areas as work is being done. 
Questions should be directed to the 
NCPPD Operations Department in 
Creighton at 402-358-5112.

Plainview Rebuild Phase 3 Starting in May

    Eric Schroeder, Network Engineer, has completed an intensive program 
in electric utility management with the University of Wisconsin, Madi-
son.

   The Robert I. Kabat Management Internship Program (MIP) is a series of 
workshops offered by the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) in conjunction with the University of Wisconsin. The program 
guides participants through all facets of the electric utility industry, 
including the many changes occurring around the nation. 

   Eric Schroeder is one of only a few electric utility senior staff that will 
graduate from the MIP program this year. 

   MIP participants go through three 10-day sessions designed to challenge 
and educate participants in new, innovative management techniques. 
Participants leave with a better understanding of what consumers want 
and how to ensure they get it.

By also covering the unique principles that govern the operations of electric cooperatives and public power districts, the 
program helps the utilities enhance the core of the organization.
   Only rural electric cooperative and public power district CEOs and top-level management participate in the program. 
This allows greater emphasis of study on the management challenges of today’s electric industry. Participants focus on 
consumer value as part of day-to-day decision making.
   Eric Schroeder has completed one of the most exclusive educational programs in the nation for electric public power 
district and cooperative management.

Eric Schroeder graduates from the Management Internship Program



From our homes to yours . . . 

Ingredients

Cookies and Cream 
Caramel Layer Bars

1 roll refrigerated Sugar Cookie 
Dough

¼ cup dark unsweetened baking 
cocoa

4 crème-filled chocolate sandwich 
cookies, crushed

⅓ cup white vanilla baking chips
1 package caramel bits
8 tablespoons heavy whipping 

cream
¾ cup pecans, coarsely chopped
8 tablespoons butter
3 cups powdered sugar
3 bars HERSHEY'S Cookies 'n' Creme 

Candy, broken into pieces

Heat oven to 350°F. Line 8-inch square 
baking dish or pan with foil; spray with 
cooking spray. In medium bowl, crumble 
cookie dough; stir in cocoa until well 
mixed. Stir in crushed cookies and white 
vanilla baking chips. Press mixture evenly 
in bottom of baking dish. Bake 18 to 20 
minutes or until set. Cool 20 minutes. In 
medium microwavable bowl, microwave 
caramel bits and 2 tablespoons of the 
whipping cream uncovered on High 1 ½ 
to 2 ½ minutes, stirring every 30 seconds, 
until smooth. Carefully pour and spread 
caramel mixture evenly over cooled bar 
base. Sprinkle with pecans. Cool about 
20 minutes or until caramel is set. In 
medium microwavable bowl, microwave 
6 tablespoons of the butter uncovered 
on High 30 to 60 seconds or until melted. 
Beat in powdered sugar and remaining 6 
tablespoons whipping cream until smooth 
and creamy. Pour and spread evenly 
over pecans. Refrigerate about 1 hour 
or until set. In small microwavable bowl, 
microwave candy bars and remaining 2 
tablespoons butter uncovered on Medium 
1 minute to 1 minute 30 seconds, stirring 
every 30 seconds, until smooth. Spread 
evenly over bars. Refrigerate about 2 
hours or until center is firm. Let stand 30 
minutes before cutting.

Directions
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PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT

Managing Trees Under Power Lines and Updating No Spray List
   Power outages can occur when trees 
grow into or fall on power lines. This is 
not only  an inconvenience, but can be 
very costly.
   North Central PPD manages these 
invasive trees by spraying under and 
around its lines. This helps to control 
the underbrush from growing into the 
lines and to give linemen better access 
to the poles. If you have property that 
needs to be on NCPPD's No Spray List, 

NCPPD ROW/Maintenance
employee Brian York.

JULY 21 - 25, 2025JULY 21 - 25, 2025

Three campers will be selected to serve as
Nebraska's Ambassadors to the

National Rural Electric Cooperative Associations's 
Rural Electric Youth Tour in 2026.

please call the Operations Department 
at 402-358-5112 or 800-578-1060. 
   Brian York, NCPPD ROW/Mainte-
nance employee, will be working the 
Ashfall substation and the Niobrara 
substation.

Scan QR code for application



TheThe
BargainBargain

BarnBarn
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PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT

Powered by Integrity

1409 Main St, PO Box 90
Creighton, NE 68729-0090
www.ncppd.com
E-Mail: ncentral@ncppd.net
Customer Service:
402-358-5112 or 800-578-1060
Reporting Power Outage: 888-358-5112

Board of Directors

President / Subdivision 1 
Mary Ketelsen

 Vice President / Subdivision 3
Linda Jedlicka

Secretary / Subdivision 5
Gregory W. Walmer

Treasurer / Subdivision 7
James J. Kounovsky

Subdivision 2
Brian Fanta 

Subdivision 4 
Terry Strope

Subdivision 6
Brent M. Stagemeyer

FOR SALE: Excellent Quality Forms; 4" at 
$2.79 per ft; 10 - 8 ft at $350 per foot; 10 
ft long; 8 ft metal curb forms. Call 402-302-
8558 or 402-857-3793.
   Do you have something to sell or are you 
looking for something in particular? You 
may call, send or email (bargain.barn@
ncppd.net) your description of what’s 
for sale or what you are looking for to 
our office. The ad will run in the Bargain 
Barn section free for one month. Please 
include name and telephone number. No 
commercial ads will be accepted, personal 
items only. 

Summer Rates Start June 1st
   The summer electric rate schedule for North Central Public Power District 
(NCPPD) will go into effect on June 1, 2025. These rates are effective for the 
four summer demand months: June, July, August and September. The whole-
sale, as well as retail, electric rates are higher because Nebraska Public Power 
District (NPPD) charges NCPPD higher wholesale rates due to its higher costs 
during this time. It is NCPPD’s goal to keep the summer electric peak demand 
down to prevent or lessen rate increases in the future.
   NCPPD encourages customers to reduce their electric usage during these 
months between the hours of 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. If everyone does their part to 
reduce usage, hopefully electric rates can continue at an affordable level.

NCPPD's Office
will be CLOSED

May 26, 2025
- Memorial Day

July 4, 2025
- Independence Day

in observance of

Elijah Norman - Merchant Journeyman Training Course completed; Jayce Ellenwood, 
Journeyman Lineman - 5 years; Rose Shefl, Janitor - 5 years; Jeff Moser, Staking Engi-
neer - 20 years; Sherrie Zimmerer, Administrative Assistant - 40 years; Brent Stagemey-
er, Director - 25 years; and Gordon Fulton, Director - 35 years. (Not pictured: Brian York, 
Utility Person/ Maintenance Mechanic - 15 years.)

Employees and Directors Recognized for Years of ServiceEmployees and Directors Recognized for Years of Service

Klown Days Festival	  June 6 - 8
Plainview

Appreciation Dayz	  June 6 - 8
-Bloomfield

Upcoming Events
Kolach Days	  June 13 - 15
-Verdigre		

BerryPepper Days	  June 19 - 22
-Creighton


