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Meeting Demand Today and Tomorrow

Recently, | was reviewing some of the past articles from our newsletter. In the
2021 March/April edition, | covered the Blackout that our customers experienced
on February 15, 2021. The incident occurred because the Southern Power Pool
(SPP) lacked sufficient capacity to keep the entire system operational. Although
Nebraska had enough generation capacity, the SPP needed more generation in the
southern portion of the control area, and it was sent out of Nebraska to balance
the load.

Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD) is our local generator, and they are subject
to SPP control for generation and transmission. The SPP has changed its require-
ments for its members. The amount of reserve capacity will be increased over time
to meet the requirement for up to a 38% planning reserve margin in the winter and
a 17% planning reserve margin in the summer. This means that NPPD will need to
comply going forward to meet these margins. They have margins currently to com-
ply, but they will have to build new generation to stay in compliance for the future.

The load growth in the system occurs in two ways: through the addition of large
loads and the general growth inherent in normal organic growth. NPPD is currently
procuring the generation units and has some in process to have the necessary
capacity in place to meet regulatory requirements. The cost of this will be well over
$2.5 billion. Because of the size of the investment, bonding will be necessary to
pay for this cost.

Due to the increased debt that NPPD will incur, the debt load will need to be ser-
viced with increased revenue. Over the last eight years, NPPD has not had any net
increases to its wholesale rates. As we advance, over the next 5-7 years, NPPD will
need rate increases to pay for this new debt.

About 65% of our operating costs are power costs. Last year, it was necessary
to increase rates by about 4% and there will likely be a similar increase for 2026.
These smaller increases are in anticipation of the rate increases that will be seen
from NPPD, and to have the resources to operate the district in all conditions. To
ensure that North Central Public Power District's (NCPPD) rates meet fiscal require-
ments and operate in a manner that meets customer expectations, a third party is
currently designing rates.

In large part, the State of Nebraska is growing; this is a good thing. However, to
meet the requirements of the growth and to have the reserves necessary to keep
growing, there will be some growing pains. NCPPD aims to meet the challenges
presented and minimize the impact on its customers. There is a constant process
of reviewing and evaluation of the current utility environment. The variables keep
changing, but NCPPD will work to stay on top and do our best to serve you.
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Winter Rates

On October 1st, winter rates
will go into effect. These rates
are lower than summer rates
and will be in effect for the
next eight months (October
through May).

IRRIGATION
SERVICE
REMINDER
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North Central PPD wants to
open their main disconnect han-
ers’ underground wires. If the
irrigation is equipped with auto

restart, it is also recommended

the irrigation panel. Have a safe
and productive harvest.

remind all irrigation customers to

dle at the end of the season. This
will isolate the irrigation custom-

to open the disconnect handle at
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Lukas Dougherty Completes
U.S. Department of Labor Program

North Central Public Power District (NCPPD)
employee Lukas Dougherty has completed the
Merchant Job Training & Safety (JT&S) Program
and the U.S. Department of Labor Apprenticeship
Program. He completed the programs after logging
8,000 on-the-job training hours and completing 40
tests over a four year period. The Merchant JT & S
Program most commonly serves as related techni-
cal instruction for use in an apprenticeship program
leading to journeyman certification when coupled
with structured on-the-job training. It is one of the
most recognized distance-learning courses and exceeds the U.S. Department of
Labor’s Office of Apprenticeship minimum requirement of 144 hours of related
instruction per year or nearly 600 hours of study. This is a voluntary course that
NCPPD offers to all of its line personnel. Lukas is the son of Tina Dougherty and
Andy Dougherty. He graduated from O'Neill High School, then attended North-
east Community College where he graduated with a degree in the Utility Line
Program. North Central is proud of Lukas for his hard work and dedication to
serving our customers.

Annual Pole Testing Under Way

Global Utility Services began performing distribution line pole tests in Au-
gust. They will be testing poles in the northeast part of the City of Plainview
and the Hill, Harrison, Central, and Cleveland Townships in Knox County.

You will see the Global Utility Services pick-ups, ATVs and 4-wheelers
along the roads. Please be aware of these workers and drive carefully.

Most utility poles are made of wood and their constant exposure to the
environment takes a toll. Wind, moisture, and soil conditions all can dis-
tress or decay wood. Regular pole inspection and treatment helps to spot
and take care of any problems before they become critical situations.

Global Utility Services is a professional firm out of Columbus, NE, that is
an expert in pole evaluations. Employees from Global Utility Services will
be identifiable by company logos, equipment, shirts and hard hats and will
carry identification. For more information, stop in or call the Operations
Department of North Central Public Power District at 800-578-1060.

North Central Public Power District September/October 2025



Kumm Attends
Youth Energy Camp

Sydney Kumm, daughter of Mike and Stephanie
Kumm of Winnetoon, attended the 2025 Youth
Energy Leadership Camp held at Camp Comeca
in Cozad, NE. The camp was held from July 21-25,
2025. Through interesting workshops, fascinating
demonstrations and presentations by regional ex-
perts addressing the many issues affecting the rural
electric program, Sydney came home from camp far more knowledgeable than
when she arrived. She made many new friends and hopes to keep in contact
with them.

Linda Sokol,
Energy Advisor
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Sydney Kumm attends the Youth Energy Camp in Cozad, NE.
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Slow-Cooker Southwest
Cheesy Chicken and Rice

Ingredients

1 packet Old El Paso™ Chicken
Taco Seasoning Mix

1 teaspoon ground cumin

% teaspoon salt

% teaspoon ground red pepper
(cayenne)

8 boneless skinless chicken thighs

1 can fire roasted diced toma-
toes, drained

1 can black beans, drained,
rinsed

1 cup fresh or frozen whole ker-
nel sweet corn

8 oz Kraft™ Velveeta™ cheese,
cut into % inch cubes

2 cups shredded cheddar cheese

4 cups cooked white rice

% cup chopped fresh cilantro

Directions

Spray 5-quart slow cooker with
cooking spray. In small bowl, mix
taco seasoning mix, cumin, salt
and red pepper. Sprinkle both
sides of chicken thighs with sea-
soning mixture; arrange in slow
cooker. Pour tomatoes, beans
and corn over chicken in slow
cooker. Cover; cook on High heat
setting 2 to 2 % hours or until
juice of chicken is clear when
thickest part is cut. Remove
chicken and, using two forks,
shred into bite-size pieces. Add
Velveeta™ and Cheddar cheeses
to slow cooker. Cover; cook 15
minutes. Beat with whisk until
cheeses have melted into sauce.
Add rice and shredded chicken;
stir to combine. Cover; cook
about 10 minutes or until hot.
Garnish with cilantro.
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The
Bargain
Barn

FOR SALE: Proform Exercise Bike. Hardly
used-like new condition. Has console with
heart rate monitor and more. $200 Call:
402-750-7906.

FOR SALE: Electric wheelchair, brand new,
never used. $500. Call 402-857-0727.
FOR SALE: Pro-form 390 E Elliptical
Exerciser, like new. Explorer Digital Music
System Organ. Works very well. Call 402-
841-6791.

FOR SALE: Used Firestone tractor tires
18.4-42, 30% tread. $200. Call 402-340-
9830.

Do you have something to sell or are you
looking for something in particular? You
may call, send or email (bargain.barn@
ncppd.net) your description of what'’s
for sale or what you are looking for to
our office. The ad will run in the Bargain
Barn section free for one month. Please
include name and telephone number. No
commercial ads will be accepted, personal
items only.
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AWARENESS MONTH

October is Cybersecurity Awareness month. Cyber crimes are on the rise year
after year. Staying safe online is something that affects us all. Following four
simple steps can help keep you and your family safe online. 1) Using strong
passwords; 2) Turning on Multifactor Authentication if possible; 3) Keeping
your software current and updated; 4) Lastly, recognizing phishing. Phishing is
scam attempts in texts, emails and directs messages. Always verify the sender
before clicking on the links or downloading attachments. If you have a question
about a bill from North Central Public Power District, you can always call the
office and verify with a staff member. Or even better, sign up for automatic bill

pay and avoid scams altogether!

. Back-To-School
Safety:

KNOW THE
SIGNS

lectricity.org®

with Fosmerrs
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