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Data Centers and Artificial Intelligence

Over the past year, | have written about the need for new generation and
more capacity in Nebraska. This is a symptom of public power in Nebraska ef-
fectively providing its customers with competitive rates and excellent reliability.
Obviously, everyone wants this business advantage, which is why you see data
centers locating in Nebraska.

Data centers have long been high-energy consumers, but their energy con-
sumption has increased. Artificial Intelligence (Al) is being used to access and
process data in real time, enabled by greater computing capacity. More proces-
sors are needed to implement Al, which requires more energy. In addition, with
faster processing capabilities, data centers require more virtualized space to
enable Al to access larger datasets. That additional space can be local or on an
appropriate network with sufficient capacity across multiple data centers.

Al can be used across industries to improve operations and increase efficien-
cy. Although many improvements can be realized with Al, with great power
comes great responsibility. (I know even a Marvel Spiderman movie can have
something worthwhile.) There are risks with Al, but the real benefit will be
the timely use of data to process information more effectively and understand
what is in front of us. It will take much more than this article to explain the
positives and negatives of Al itself. However, the need for additional electrical
capacity is the current issue.

Generation in Nebraska is regulated by individual public powers and the
Southwest Power Pool (SPP). As mandated by the Federal government, SPP
provides regulation and guidance for the transmission and generation of elec-
tricity across the SPP. Over the next several years, regulatory requirements for
demand capacity will increase. From 2023, the requirement went from 12% to
15% planning reserve margin (PRM) for 2024. The PRM for 2025 is 15%, rising
to 16% in summer and 36% in winter for 2026. With the natural growth of resi-
dential and commercial loads in Nebraska, accommodating the rapid growth
that large individual loads, such as data centers, require is difficult.

Due to the substantial growth in load volume and supply chain issues,
promptly building the necessary demand capacity will be a significant chal-
lenge. Nebraska can meet the challenge of considerable demand growth, but
time will tell if all the regulatory hurdles will be met. The industry understands
the timeline that is required, and from a physical standpoint, the requirements
can be met. You can see the challenges that have been set before public power.
We will endeavor to meet our customers' requirements and continue to pro-
vide the service you expect and deserve.

North Central Public Power District 1



HELPFUL
TIPS

GOES OUT...

1 Avoid carbon monoxide
poisoning. Generators, camp
stoves, or charcoal grills should
be used outside and at least 20
feet away from windows.

2 Plan ahead before an outage
occurs: Have alternate plans for
refrigerating medicines, using
power-dependent medical de-
vices and charging cell phones.

3 ' Check on your neighbors if
you can. Older adults and young
children are especially vulner-
able to extreme temperatures.

4 Go to another location
with power if heat or cold is
extreme and if conditions are
safe to do so.

5 Keep refrigerators and
freezers closed to maintain
temperatures in the appliances
for as long as possible. Once
the power is back on, when in
doubt, throw food out.

6  Turn off or disconnect appli-
ances, electronics or other elec-
trical equipment. Power may
return with momentary surges

or spikes that can cause damage.

Brian York Retires p-

Brian York, Utility Person / Maintenance
Mechanic for North Central Public Power
District, is retiring after sixteen years. He
has spent much of his career servicing
vehicles, warehouse supply maintenance,
and right of way management. Brian and
his wife Ronda live in rural Center, NE.
They plan to spend time with their family
and travel to Alaska. Thanks for your years
of service.

Build Begins on New Substation

North Central Public Power District Operations Department is currently adding
a new substation northeast of the Page corner. This project was part of NCP-
PD’s four-year work plan. This substation will be called the Johnson Ash Grove
Hall Substation. For the old timers out there, the sub is across the road to the
east of Ash Grove Hall. NCPPD, along with RVW Engineering out of Columbus,
NE, recognized this location as one that will allow for added load growth in
the north and west part of the district. It will also create back feeds for three
substations. The substations gaining back feeds are Kennedy, Knoxville, and
Page Rural Substations. This creates a more robust electric system helping all
NCPPD customers. North Central line crews have begun to build seven miles of
distribution line out of the Johnson Ash Grove Hall substation. NCPPD plans to
energize the Johnson Ash Grove Hall Substation in the spring of 2026.
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Linda Sokol,
Energy Advisor

2026 Energy Efficiency Programs
for City of Plainview Residents

2026 Energy Efficiency Programs offered to City of
Plainview customers are as follows:

Smart Thermostat Program
Commercial LED Lighting Program
Cooling System Tune-up Program
High Efficiency Heat Pump Program
Attic Insulation Program

If you need an application or have a question on these programs, please call
North Central Public Power District at 402-358-5112.

Feeling chilled?
HEAT your SPACE safely

Before you dust off your space heater and plug it in, con-
sider that most home heating fire deaths (86%) involve space
heaters, according to the National Fire Protection Associa-
tion (NFPA). In fact, heating equipment is the second-leading
cause of U.S. home fires (cooking is the leading cause).

More than half of the heating-related home fires start when
flammable items are too close to the heat source, according
to the NFPA. Those items include upholstered furniture, cloth-
ing, a mattress or bedding.

Here are some space heater safety tips:
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Only use them as the manufacturer recommends

Do not leave them unattended

Give them space: remove any flammable items within 3 feet
Plug them directly into outlets; don’t use an extension cord
Consider using a dedicated circuit to avoid overload

Keep children and pets away from space heaters at all times

Turn them off before you leave the room or go to sleep
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Green Chile Chicken
Tortilla Casserole

Ingredients

1 tbsp vegetable oil

% cup chopped onion

1 tbsp finely chopped garlic

1 can (10 1/2 oz) condensed cream
of chicken soup

1 can (10 oz) mild green chile enchi-
lada sauce

% cup milk

2 cans (4 oz) chopped green chiles

2 tsp chili powder

1% tsp ground cumin

% tsp salt

18 (6-inch) yellow corn tortillas

3 cups shredded deli rotisserie
chicken

1 can black beans, drained, rinsed

2 cups shredded Mexican cheese
blend

Toppings

1 cup chopped tomatoes

% cup chopped fresh cilantro leaves

% cup sliced green onions

Sour cream, if desired

Directions

Heat oven to 350°F. Spray 3-quart oval
or rectangular baking dish (13x9-inch)
with cooking spray. In 8-inch nonstick
skillet, heat oil over medium heat. Add
onion and garlic; cook 2 to 3 min-

utes or until tender. Reduce heat to
medium-low; stir in condensed soup,
enchilada sauce, milk, green chiles,
chili powder, cumin and salt. Cook 2 to
3 minutes, stirring occasionally, until
heated through. Spread 1 cup sauce
mixture in bottom of baking dish.
Arrange 6 tortillas on top of sauce
mixture. Top with 1 cup chicken, %
cup beans, % cup cheese and 1 cup
sauce. Repeat with another layer of 6
tortillas, 1 cup chicken, % cup beans, %
cup cheese and 1 cup sauce. Top with
remaining 6 tortillas, 1 cup chicken,

% cup beans, 1 cup sauce and 1 cup
cheese. Bake 35 to 40 minutes or until
hot and bubbly on edges (165°F in cen-
ter). Let stand 20 minutes before serv-

ing. Serve with Toppings, as desired.
= J

3



The
Bargain
Barn

FOR SALE: Vortec style iron eagle heads
350 GM, like new. $S300. 700 R4 long shaft,
believe good but will sell for a core. $100.
Complete vortec 350 apart but good for
rebuild with pair of heads. $150. Several
TBI heads and crank shafts, also some
older parts. Make offer. Call 402-857-3675
or 402-841-2984.

Do you have something to sell or are you
looking for something in particular? You
may call, send or email (bargain.barn@
ncppd.net) your description of what’s
for sale or what you are looking for to
our office. The ad will run in the Bargain
Barn section free for one month. Please
include name and telephone number. No
commercial ads will be accepted, personal
items only.

Verdigre Home Show
Saturday.
Jan. 17, 2026
11 am - 6 Ppm

Creighton FrCCLA Home
Show
Saturday.
March 14, 2020
J am - 2 pm

Bl i

o

Irrigation Facility Charge to be billed in February

Customers with irrigation accounts
are reminded that the 2026 annual
facility charge will be billed in
February. If you are considering
changing your load control schedule
(i.e. from 3 Day Control to 2 Day
Control) or if an account needs to
be transferred into someone else’s

name, please notify our office as new

irrigation contracts will need to be
completed. Changes in load control

schedules can be made until the
close of business March 31, 2026.

Irrigation Load Control Schedules:

Control Schedule  Facility Charge

No Control $60.00 x HP
*2 Day Control $37.75 x HP
*3 Day Control $24.10 x HP
*6 Day Control $21.00 x HP

*Subject to Sunday Control

Notification Needed of Irrigation Changes

Irrigation customers are reminded if any changes have been made on your irrigation
services (replacing on old irrigation system with a new system or replacing an old pump
panel with a new one), you need to notify the North Central Public Power District (NCPPD)
office. The customer is responsible for making arrangements to have the NCPPD load
control equipment removed and returned to the office. If the equipment is missing when
the annual irrigation inspection is done in the spring, the customer will be notified and will
be responsible for locating the equipment and returning it to NCPPD or will be billed for

the cost of the missing equipment.
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1409 Main St, PO Box 90

Creighton, NE 68729-0090
www.ncppd.com

E-Mail: ncentral@ncppd.net

Customer Service:

402-358-5112 or 800-578-1060
Reporting Power Outage: 888-358-5112
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