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Yesterday and Today

Delivering a difference to parts of Knox, Antelope, Pierce, and Holt Counties Since 1945

North Central’s North Central’s 
NewsNews

Daylight Savings 

March 8, 2026

   Starting in 1945, North Central Pub-
lic Power District (NCPPD) has been 
serving customers in our area for 
over 80 years. Over time, things have 
changed in many ways. In March 
of this year, I am coming up on my 
31st year with NCPPD. For over half 
of my life, I have been able to work 
at this fine district. In some ways, it 
does not seem that long ago. When I 
started working for NCPPD, I was the 
Office Manager/IT Specialist. There 
was only one server and one 8-port 
hub. All the miscellaneous journal 
entries were still entered in a paper 
ledger. Today, NCPPD has added an 
integrated software package, many 
servers and switches (hubs are no 
longer used), an accountant, and a 
full-time IT professional. In 1995, 
NCPPD served approximately 3980 
meters; today, it serves 6993 meters. 
These meters are served with the 
same number of people as in 1995.
   The after-hours call service was 
covered by staff using a landline 
phone and a handheld radio. If the 
calls got too heavy, a radio phone 
was used to call out the linemen and 
continue to answer the calls one by 
one.  As the customer base grew, the 
after-hours call service in Norfolk was 
used. The number of calls generally 
has decreased due to improvements 
to NCPPD’s system.
   Linemen have seen improvements 
in processes and efficiency, allowing 

them to serve over 75% more cus-
tomers. Hydraulic hand tools, better 
trucks, and comprehensive vegeta-
tion management have all contribut-
ed. Each lineman is assigned an iPadTM 
that allows them to access customer 
information, online maps, apps that 
help manage truck maintenance, tree 
management, safety, and a variety of 
documents used every day. NCPPD 
maintains over 1800 miles of distri-
bution and transmission lines. It is 
only 1478 miles to Seattle, WA via 
highways. That is all accomplished 
using only 10 linemen.
   The one thing that has not changed 
is the dedication of the employees 
at NCPPD. The employees take pride 
in the service they provide and are 
happy to deliver top-quality service 
to the customers of this district. I 
hope this finds you and yours well 
and in good spirits.  Be safe.



2 	  North Central Public Power District	 March/April 2026

North Central Public Power District (NCPPD)
Operations Department has recently completed 
upgrades to the Eden Valley Substation. NCPPD 
has also replaced six miles of distribution feeder 
lines outside the substation as part of NCPPD’s 
Four Year Work Plan. This substation will feed the 
City of Plainview and the east-central part of the 
NCPPD service area. NCPPD strives to provide 
safe and reliable electricity.



From our homes to yours . . . 

Ingredients

Taco Bake

1 lb lean (at least 80%) ground beef
1 packet Taco Seasoning Mix
⅔ cup water
1 can Mild Red Enchilada Sauce
1 can black beans, drained, rinsed
2 cups shredded Mexican cheese 

blend
½ cup thinly sliced green onions
1 can refrigerated Buttermilk Biscuits 

(8 Count)

Heat oven to 375°F. Spray 13x9-inch 
(3-quart) glass baking dish with 
cooking spray. In 12-inch skillet, 
cook beef over medium-high heat, 
stirring frequently, until thoroughly 
cooked; drain. Stir in taco seasoning 
mix and water. Cook 3 to 4 minutes, 
stirring frequently, until thickened. 
Stir in enchilada sauce, black beans, 
1 cup of the shredded cheese and 
the green onions. Separate dough 
into 8 biscuits. Cut each into 8 
pieces. In large bowl, using rubber 
spatula, mix biscuit pieces and beef 
mixture, stirring gently to combine. 
Spoon evenly into baking dish. Bake 
20 to 25 minutes or until biscuits 
are golden brown and thoroughly 
baked in center of casserole. 
Sprinkle remaining cheese over 
top. Bake about 5 minutes or until 
cheese is melted.

Directions
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Linda Sokol,
Energy Advisor

North Central Public Power District offers 
the following rebate programs for 2026.  
Contact our office at 402-358-5112 or 800-
578-1060 if you have any questions or need 
a brochure or application. 

2026 EnergyWiseSM 
Programs Announced

2026 EnergyWiseSM Rebate Programs:
• Attic Insulation
• Cooling System Tune-Up
• Heat Pump Water Heater
• High Efficiency Heat Pump
• Induction Cooking
• Lawn and Garden
• Smart Thermostat
• EV Charging Stations, Pre-Wiring and Commercial Conduit
• Commercial/Industrial Prescriptive Lighting
• Commercial HVAC
• Custom Lighting
• HVAC System Optimization
• Industrial Process
• Variable Frequency Drive
• Automated Grain Aeration
• Center Pivot/Linear Outlet Component Replacement
• Corner Pivot (VFD)
• Custom Ag
• Hog Heat Mat
• Irrigation Moisture Sensor
• Pump Testing

   All projects must be installed and operational during the calendar year 
to be eligible for the corresponding EnergyWiseSM program year. Incentive 
applications must be signed by the contractor, along with the customer, and 
then provided to NCPPD. Your involvement has made EnergyWise a success 
and will continue to advance the programs and energy savings in the future. If 
you have any questions or for more information contact the NCPPD office or go 
to ncppd.energywisenebraska.com.



TheThe
BargainBargain

BarnBarn
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E-Mail: ncentral@ncppd.net
Customer Service:
402-358-5112 or 800-578-1060
Reporting Power Outage: 888-358-5112

Board of Directors

FOR SALE: Big Valley 10x10 calving pen 
with self catching headgate incudes all 
attachments.  Also portable cattle squeeze 
shoot on rubber with D-horning style 
headgate and easy operating manual 
headgate. Call 402-288-4238.
FOR SALE: Used tractor tire 18-4-42, 
Firestone $100. Call 402-340-9830.
   Do you have something to sell or are you 
looking for something in particular? You may 
call, send or email (bargain.barn@ncppd.
net) your description of what’s for sale or 
what you are looking for to our office. The 
ad will run in the Bargain Barn section free 
for one month. Please include name and 
telephone number. No commercial ads will 
be accepted, personal items only. 

Happy
Easter

Lukas Dougherty - Merchant  Journeyman 
Training Course completed

General Manager Doyle Hazen, 30 years; Maintenance employee Mike Hasenpflug, 25 
years; Assistant Operations Manager Tim Hoffman, 25 years; Operations Manager Todd 
Zimmerer, 30 years; and Journeyman Line Worker Michael Kuhlman, 15 years.

NCPPD Board members Terry Strope, 20 
years and Greg Walmer, 30 years.

NCPPD Welcomes New Employee

   Andy Jueden has been hired as the 
new Utiliy/Maintenance/Mechanic 
for North Central Public Power Dis-
trict. Andy attended Hartington Pub-
lic School and Northeast Community 
College. He lives in Creighton with 
his wife Kyla, and children Karlie, 
Alayna, Kashton and Huxton. On his 
off time, he enjoys camping, hunting 
and fishing.

Employees Recognized for Years of Service
and Completion of Merchant Training

 President / Subdivision 3
Linda Jedlicka

Vice President / Subdivision 7
James J. Kounovsky

Secretary / Subdivision 5
Gregory W. Walmer

Treasurer / Subdivision 2
Brian Fanta

Subdivision 1 
Mary Ketelsen
Subdivision 4 
Terry Strope

Subdivision 6
Brent M. Stagemeyer

Andy Jueden


