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Current Rate Outlook for 2027

Delivering a difference to parts of Knox, Antelope, Pierce, and Holt Counties Since 1945

North Central’s North Central’s 
NewsNews

   Nebraska Public Power District, our energy supplier, held a board meeting in 
June and reviewed the assumptions that could drive 2027-2032 rate increases.
They did not vote on an increase, but were presented with information indicat-
ing that rate increases will be required for both of its retail and wholesale divi-
sions. There is a necessity for major investment in production and transmission 
projects, higher capital costs, and continued efforts to manage rate impacts 
while maintaining strong financials.
   The key production assumptions include the Princeton Road Station, with a 
former assumed cost of $1.5B, which will increase to $3.1B, and the Beatrice 
Power Station expansion, originally costing $1.1B, now costing $1.8B. Cooper 
Nuclear Station investments will also increase, with a relicensing cost of $247M 
(up from $114M) and an uprate cost of $322M.
   The transmission assumptions have also changed. The R-Project is now pro-
jected at $855M (up from $638M). The R-Project is a 345,000-volt transmission 
line that begins at the Gerald Gentleman Station near Sutherland, connects 
to a substation in Thedford, and continues to a substation in Holt County near 
Clearwater. In addition, the overall investments into the system to support grid 
reliability and regional transmission needs will require an additional $430M in 
2028.
   Revenue is projected to grow primarily due to new wholesale load assump-
tions, including load already online, additional load expected in 2027, and 
future additions beginning in 2029. At the same time, expenses are expected to 
increase due to purchased power, staffing, outside services, materials, supplies, 
and debt service as new assets come online. Total outstanding debt is expected 
to rise to $7.3B by 2032.
   Now you ask, how does this impact North Central Public Power District? All 
the above assumptions equate to an approximate 5.9% increase in wholesale 
power cost for next year. Cost of power is 65% of our total operating cost. The 
projections through 2030 in this flash indicate an annual increase of approxi-
mately 6% in wholesale rates. There have been several increases over the past 
several years to bring rates to a level that will accommodate the significant 
increases in material, contractor, and overall operating costs. A third-party rate 
analyst will evaluate the current rates and make recommendations to accom-
modate these additional costs going forward. As the year progresses, we will 
continue to communicate about any possible rate changes. Be safe and we 
hope you had a great Independence Day.
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   Global Utility Services will begin performing distribution line pole tests 
in August. They will be testing poles in the North Hill, South Hill, Harrison, 
Union, and Spade Townships in Knox County.
   You will see the Global Utility Services pick-ups, ATVs and 4-wheelers 
along the roads. Please be aware of these workers and drive carefully.
   Most utility poles are made of wood and their constant exposure to the 
environment takes a toll. Wind, moisture, and soil conditions all can distress 
or decay wood. Regular pole inspection and treatment helps to spot and 
take care of any problems before they become critical situations.
   Global Utility Services is a professional firm out of Columbus, NE, that is 
an expert in pole evaluations. Employees from Global Utility Services will 
be identifiable by company logos, equipment, shirts and hard hats and will 
carry identification. For more information, stop in or call the Operations 
Department of North Central Public Power District at 800-578-1060. 

Annual Pole Testing Under Way

Apprentice Line Worker
Nolan and Kaylee Ohlrich at the
Plainview Klown Days Parade.

Operations Manager Todd Zimmerer, 
daughter Bailey and her children Koe 
and Ivy, and daughter Maycee at the 

Verdigre Kolach Days Parade.

   The Operations Department at 
North Central Public Power District 
(NCPPD) has added a new substa-
tion northeast of the Kennedy corner 
by Page. The new substation will be 
called the Ash Grove Hall Substation 
and is part of NCPPD’s four-year work 
plan. It will allow the northwest part 
of the district to continue to grow 
and help the area with added capac-
ity and reliability. Three phase back 
feeds have been added to the Ken-
nedy and Knoxville substations for 
added capacity and reliability. This 
helps create a more robust electric 
system benefitting all NCPPD cus-
tomers. Line crews have completed 
building six miles of distribution line 
out of the Ash Grove Hall Substation. 
NCPPD energized this new substation 
at the end of June.

North Central Public Power District’s Operations Department had a Busy Spring Schedule



From our homes to yours . . . 

Ingredients

4th of July Mix

Cheerios
Rice Chex
Wheat Chex
Corn Chex
Pretzel Sticks
Bugles
M&Ms (red, white, blue)
White Chocolate

In a large bowl combine the 
Cheerios, Chex, Pretzels and 
M&M’s. Mix making sure that 
everything is evenly distributed. 
Meanwhile, over a double boiler, 
melt the white chocolate ac-
cording to the directions on the 
package. Once the chocolate has 
melted and is smooth consisten-
cy, drizzle the chocolate over the 
cereal mix and combine it with a 
wooden spoon or hands. Make 
sure all the cereal is covered 
in chocolate. Melt extra white 
chocolate if needed. Once the 
entire batch has been combined, 
lay it out to dry on a large sheet 
of parchment or wax paper. Let 
dry for 1 hour so the chocolate 
cools and hardens. Break it up 
into medium pieces and store in 
an airtight container in the fridge 
or freezer.

Directions
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Linda Sokol,
Energy Advisor

Every year, North Central Public Power District pro-
vides an Electrical Safety Program for the 4th & 5th 
graders at the local schools. The students are then 
given the opportunity to enter a poster into an elec-

trical safety poster contest. This year's winners are: 
Trina Sucha, daughter of Shannon and Tami Sucha; 

Allie Sharp, daughter of Mike and Tanya Sharp; Drake Mitteis, son of Bryce and 
Kelsey Mitteis; and Adalyn Pavelka, daughter of Adam & Allison Pavelka. They 
each received a $25 check from the NCPPD Board.

Electrical Safety Poster 
Contest Winners 

 Adalyn Pavelka
Trina Sucha

Allie SharpDrake Mitteis

2026 Electrical Safety Poster winners are pictured with Linda Jedlicka, NCPPD Board President. 
Trina Sucha, Allie Sharp, Drake Mitteis, and Adalyn Pavelka.



TheThe
BargainBargain

BarnBarn
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PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT

Powered by Integrity

1409 Main St, PO Box 90
Creighton, NE 68729-0090
www.ncppd.com
E-Mail: ncentral@ncppd.net
Customer Service:
402-358-5112 or 800-578-1060
Reporting Power Outage: 888-358-5112

Board of Directors

 President / Subdivision 3
Linda Jedlicka

Vice President / Subdivision 7
James J. Kounovsky

Secretary / Subdivision 5
Gregory W. Walmer

Treasurer / Subdivision 2
Brian Fanta

Subdivision 1 
Mary Ketelsen
Subdivision 4 
Terry Strope

Subdivision 6
Brent M. Stagemeyer

FOR SALE: 4 trailer tires, 225/75 R15, $50 
each. 300 gallon gas barrel on a stand, 
$100. 500 gallon fuel barrel, no stand, $50. 
Call 402-360-3771.
   Do you have something to sell or are you 
looking for something in particular? You 
may call, send or email (bargain.barn@
ncppd.net) your description of what’s 
for sale or what you are looking for to 
our office. The ad will run in the Bargain 
Barn section free for one month. Please 
include name and telephone number. No 
commercial ads will be accepted, personal 
items only. 

Upcoming Events

Antelope County Fair	  July 27- Aug 2 
-Neligh

Holt County Fair	  Aug 3-8
-Chambers

Knox County Fair	 Aug 13-16
-Bloomfield

NE State Fair	 Aug 28-Sep 7
-Grand Island

North Central PPD's Office 
will be closed

Monday
September 7, 2026

in observance of
Labor Day

America 250 is a time to celebrate 
innovation, progress, and the future. 

Let’s keep electrical safety part of that 
legacy in every community.

Cedar County Fair	 July 15-19
-Hartington

Niobrara Bridge Days	 July 17-18
-Niobrara

Pierce County Fair	  July 22-26
-Pierce

Orchard Free Days	  July 28-30
-Orchard


