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Local Control with Public Power

Delivering a difference to parts of Knox, Antelope, Pierce, and Holt Counties Since 1945

North Central’s North Central’s 
NewsNews

Public power in Nebraska is some-
thing many people take for granted. 
Nebraska is the only entirely public 
power state. With a few exceptions, 
Nebraska electricity is provided by 
public power districts throughout the 
state. Public power districts, munici-
pal utilities, and electric cooperatives 
were built to serve communities, not 
shareholders. That model for electric 
service still survives.
   Public power means there is local 
control over decisions for making 
rates, reliability, infrastructure, and 
services connected to your commu-
nity. Board members are residents 
who live in your community and are 
publicly elected, giving you a voice in 
the future of your electrical service. 
   Whether your needs are agricultur-
al, commercial, or domestic, locally 
governed public power supports your 
needs. It focuses on reliability and 
affordability. Because public power is 
not for profit and is a political sub-
division of the state, its margins are 
reinvested into the system. Those 
margins are also available to support 
energy-efficiency programs, main-
tain competitive rates, and provide 
customer-friendly service.
   Public power is not static; it is not 
solely for maintenance. Public power 
is continually planning and growing 
for the betterment of the people it 
serves. Proper planning ensures that 
customers can take advantage of the 

opportunities in their personal and 
business lives. Technology, changing 
resources, and ever-higher expec-
tations require public power to be 
adaptive and responsive to customer 
needs.
   The history of public power reflects 
the determination of its custom-
ers who, in its early days, worked to 
realize the asset was economical and 
practical. Early private companies did 
not want to serve rural communities 
due to low return on investment and 
too many miles per customer. Public 
power today is an economic power-
house in Nebraska and its rural and 
urban communities. 
   The spirit that those early devel-
opers had reminds us that public 
power is rooted in the belief that it is 
accountable to the public, responsive 
to local needs, and managed for the 
long-term good of the community.
   Please remember that local con-
trol is essential in the governance of 
public power. Participation in public 
power ensures that local control 
will remain its greatest strength. 
Public power is not just a service, 
but a community partnership. Public 
power works because its governance 
belongs to the people that it serves.
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What to do if your car crashes into a utility pole
Always consider power lines and other electrical equipment to be live and dangerous!
If a power line falls on your vehicle and there is NO fire:
Your safest option is to stay inside your vehicle until help arrives. The 
vehicle acts as a path for the electrical current to travel to reach the 
ground. You are safe inside the vehicle, but if you get out, you could be 
electrocuted.

Call 911 or
North Central PPD for help.

If a power line falls on your vehicle and there IS A FIRE:

Call 911 or 
North Central PPD for help.

Only attempt to leave your vehicle if it is on fire. 
To exit safely:

•	 Jump out of the vehicle, making sure NO 
part of your body or clothing touches the 
ground and vehicle at the same time. 

•	 Land with both feet together and in small, 
shuffling steps, move at least 40 ft. away 
from the vehicle.

•	 The ground could be energized. 
Shuffling away with both feet together 
decreases the risk of electrical shock. 

Storm June 30 Storm July 1

Mutual Aid

   On June 30, 26 transmission poles broke off in high 
winds north of Winnetoon. Crews had most of the cus-
tomers back on by early morning. Then, on July 1, seven 
more transmission line poles broke off west of the Knox-
ville substation. This took the back-feed options away and 
the villages of Verdigre, Niobrara and Santee were without 
power from 1:00 am to 5:30 pm. Mutual aid crews from 
Cedar Knox PPD, Northeast Power, Niobrara
Valley EMC, and Elkhorn RPPD assisted
with the rebuild. 



From our homes to yours . . . 

Ingredients

French Toast Bake

¼ cup butter, melted
2 cans refrigerated Cinnamon 

Rolls with Original Icing
6 eggs
½ cup heavy whipping cream
2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
2 teaspoons vanilla
1 cup chopped pecans
1 cup maple syrup

Garnish

Icing from cinnamon rolls
Powdered sugar
½ cup maple syrup, if desired

Pour melted butter in the bottom of 
the casserole baking dish. Separate 
and cut up the rolls from both cans, 
cutting each roll into 8 pieces (that’s 
128 total pieces). Place the cut piec-
es over the butter in the dish. Beat 
the eggs in a bowl, using a whisk. 
Then beat in the cream, cinnamon, 
and vanilla. Pour the mixture evenly 
over the roll pieces in the dish, then 
top the whole thing with a sprinkle 
of pecans and a drizzle of maple 
syrup. Bake until the top is golden 
brown, then cool the dish on a cool-
ing rack. The rest time allows the 
center to continue to bake for a few 
more minutes. Drizzle the icing from 
the cinnamon roll package over the 
top of the casserole and dust it with 
powdered sugar. 

Directions

September/October 2026	  North Central Public Power District	 3

Linda Sokol,
Energy Advisor

2026 Youth Energy 
Leadership Camp Attended

   The 2026 NREA Youth Energy Leadership Camp 
was held July 20 to 24 at Camp Comeca, near Co-
zad, Neb. There were 34 campers from 19 member 
systems with eight adult counselors and eight junior 
counselors. North Central sent 2 students to camp, 

Lennix Chavez, son of Letty & Cassandra Chavez from 
Verdigre and Hudson Gray, son of Josh & Angela Gray 

from Orchard. Through interesting workshops, fascinating demonstrations, 
and presentations by regional experts addressing the many issues affecting the 
rural electric program, campers depart after five days far more knowledgeable 
about the public power industry in Nebraska than when they arrived. A tour 
of the Gerald Gentleman Power Station and the Kingsley Hydro-Electric Power 
Plant provided a first-hand look at the process of generating electricity. Hud-
son was selected as a 2026 Ambassador by his peers at camp and will be going 
to Washington D.C. in 2027. Lennix will present a speech at the NCPPD board 
meeting for his chance to attend the Washington D.C. trip also.



TheThe
BargainBargain

BarnBarn
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PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT

Powered by Integrity

1409 Main St, PO Box 90
Creighton, NE 68729-0090
www.ncppd.com
E-Mail: ncentral@ncppd.net
Customer Service:
402-358-5112 or 800-578-1060
Reporting Power Outage: 888-358-5112

Board of Directors

 President / Subdivision 3
Linda Jedlicka

Vice President / Subdivision 7
James J. Kounovsky

Secretary / Subdivision 5
Gregory W. Walmer

Treasurer / Subdivision 2
Brian Fanta

Subdivision 1 
Mary Ketelsen
Subdivision 4 
Terry Strope

Subdivision 6
Brent M. Stagemeyer

WANTED:  Small dog as an emotional 
support animal, under 10 pounds. Text 
402-841-2343.
   Do you have something to sell or are you 
looking for something in particular? You 
may call, send or email (bargain.barn@
ncppd.net) your description of what’s 
for sale or what you are looking for to 
our office. The ad will run in the Bargain 
Barn section free for one month. Please 
include name and telephone number. No 
commercial ads will be accepted, personal 
items only. 

Power poles aren't bulle-
tin boards. Nails, staples, 
signs and decorations can 
injure lineworkers or dam-
age their protective gear 
and equipment when they 
climb poles to keep the 
power on. Keep poles clear 
to help protect the people 
who power our community.

Safety Tip

IRRIGATION SERVICE
REMINDER

North Central PPD wants to 
remind all irrigation customers 
to open their main disconnect 
handle at the end of the season. 
This will isolate the irrigation cus-
tomer's underground wires. If the 
irrigation is equipped with auto 
restart, it is also recommended to 
open the disconnect handle at the 
irrigation panel. Have a safe and 
productive harvest.

   On October 1st, winter rates will 
go into effect. These rates are low-
er than summer rates and will be 
in effect for the next eight months 
(October through May).

Winter Rates

IMPORTANT


